Ovarian cancer stages I and II: predictions and 5-year survival in two decades.
Today, when all studies of treatment of ovarian cancer stages III and IV show disappointing long-term survival despite extensive surgery and chemotherapy, it is of interest to look a little further at the characteristics of early ovarian cancer to help the development of screening methods. For this purpose, stages I and II were analyzed during the periods 1969 to 1972 (group A, n = 172) and 1979 to 1982 (group B, n = 179). The total survival for stages I and II was 57% in group A and 66% in group B. In group A, survival was 74% for stage I and 41% for stage II; the corresponding data for group B were 68 and 65%. The difference between groups A and B for stage II is statistically significant. In stage I, survival was not found to be dependent on hysterectomy and bilateral salpingo-oophorectomy (SOEBH) or bilateral/unilateral salpingo-oophorectomy (SOEB/SOEU). In stage II, however, survival increased significantly after SOEBH. The best survival (80%, 28/35) occurred in group B, stage II, where high-voltage treatment was followed by melphalan for 6 months postoperatively.